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CLASSED AS A HIGH GRADE IMBECILE, THIS GIRL, EIGHTEEN YEARS
OLD. POSSESSES THE BRAIN OF A CHILD OF SEVEN.

Scientists Are Studying How to Cut Down the Aw-

ful Cost to Mankind of Bad Heredity, Which
Often Swells from a Tiny Pool to a Black
Ocean of Mental Defectiveness.

- % A certain school inoa South New Jor- 1
' |

gey town Is o yYoung woman, not un

the story of

attractive in appearance,

Hehed in

whose nncestry when it is pu
book form—and it {= to be—is likely to cre-
ate & great deal of interest wherever 1t Is
read. The conlol tation of her |
features and the of her halr

which she ties with a pink ribbon, are suf-

ficlently Itallan to warrant one In

ing that she was of that nationality

met her in Mull Park

in New Jersey long

genitors, howey

before the American Revolution, and their
descendants comprise a family well known
in that stats
The girl herself, or perbag i
call her & woman, for ghe |
years old, has the appearan of 1 well be-
and, Indeed, she {s. Of

haved person,

moedium helght, she does not look her age,

ssing 1t she would

and if one were gt
put down as in her carly teens Physicall

she is a woman, however. Unfortunatel

mentally she i= nol Physically she i |
equipped with all the normal instincts of t
womanhood : mentally, nature has left their |
control in the hands of a child of ten years

In other words {& not fitted tn toke
care of herself in the average environment
which the world offers. Many persons :
would find it diffieult to bell this at
first glance, and not few would be In- |

clined to put her down as 1 Woman of bad |

fnstincts if she chanced to go wrong while |

dependent upon her own resolirces |
HER PATHETIC RECORD. |
Her training in this school, which, it may

be s=aid, I8 the New Jersey Ti ing Echool
at Vineland, began twelve or thirtecn Years
ago. was born in an almshouse, the
fourth illegitimate child of a feeble-minded

mother, who wag one of a family of nine

normal

and a servant. Her father was
physically and mentally Although she has
been in school many years, she can read

only elementary books, being unable to do
third reader.
hut does not

maore than pick out words In a
Bhe can write a child's letter,
find plemgure either in reading or writing.
She is, however, practically self-supporting
in the s one of the hest
workeras among the pupils. While she can-
not plan her work, she can cut a dress, run
an electrle sewing machine, take care of
children and set a table. Curlously, how-
ever, in order to know how many plates to
put upon the table it I8 necesrary for her
to know the persons who are to use them
Bhe does not count the plates, but names
them. The placing of & given number, If |
they be for strangers, is beyond her. |

This unfortunate girl does not reaiize
what she owes to her Revolutionary an-
cestors, what their legacy to her was
Patlent Investigation of over vear's
duration, including the examination of
records and talks with persons who pos-
sessed clewn to the trall of the protonlasm
which segmented into this girl and more
than 760 other persons forming this re-
markable illustration of a Jekyll and
Hyde inheritance, have led back 1o a New
Jersey soldier of good family., He met a
young woman of the woods near the
camp. Ile had, perhaps, never seen her
before, and it 1& helieved he never did
again. The woman, who has been proved
to have been feeble-minded, went her
way and he, the normal son of normal
* ancestry, went his, In due course & son
was born.

A MOST LAMENTABLE CROP.

The lad, when he grew up, was also
subnormal in mental capacity. He mar-
rind & normal woman and had nineteen
children, the oldest of whom had seven-
‘tean offspring. The taint was in the
blood. From one of thess the zealous
but defective girl at Vineland {s descend-

school, asn she

ed. To make a long story short, the
soldier's wild oats have borne frult
through descending generations to the

extent of 381 persons, of whom 142 were
feahle-minded, 26 born illegitimately, 24
alcoholics, 3 eplleptics, 3 criminals and
£ keepers of houses of ill fame. Of the
number, 82 providentially dled in Infancy
and 26 were roclally unfit owing to dis-
ease and other causes, There were only
46 normal persons in the whole progeny.
This is only half the story, however,
The soldler nfterward married a good,
normal Quaker woman of his own “set”
and liad five daughters and two sons.
Five of these heirs in turn had children
and thelr descendants have married into
the very best families of New Jersey.
Of the 284 heirs of his blood in this
branch M3 are known to have been nor-
mal and fifteen died in infancy. Although
there is o love of alcoholle bevernges in-
herent in the Dr. Jekyll branch, It has
been fought successfully by all except
two of the 384 persons comprising it
, through the introduction of a strain
insanity by marriage, was insans and
one was socially unfit.
The story which lies behind the girl
at Vineland, who needs to be protected

| eplleptic

through & considerable portion of her life

fo or own good as well as that of so-
clety, points several “morals.” A certain
well known publicist of thig country has
had & great deal to say about “race sul-
*and the need for large families. In
family one feeble-minded boy had
miny desce s 08 seven normal
and daug re on the other side
» country would have heen much bet-
ter olf without his progeny
Investigation tends to prove that the
wled have larger families than
mal-minded persons. If the steriliza-
tion which was recently adopted In
New Jersey, had been in the statute books
in the dave of the Hevolution and applied
1 1 case of the woman of the woods
or her feehle-minded son the saving to
state nnd to soclety would have been
vor grest Neither the woman nor her
son waould have suffered as a consequence
vnd last, bt not least, the story s an

important document in the case for the
selenece of cugenlcs.

It has been estimated that in the United
States on® in ¢ three hundred
s, lacking the
match  the
af these
unfolding when they
or ten yvears old

ory persons

freble-minded—that men-
pment
'I I-_..

111 phyelca

deve

minds unfortu-

wWer
'hvsl-
1stinets

| §

tis topped

€ Ll nine

cally the) grown up with the
and capacities of normal persons,
the control of an i I
veearding the degree of mental devel- |
opment which they exhibit, these defectives
feelhle-minded

and {diots

lght,

have

e without

ire olasgifled
persons of high grade, Imbecile:
The a particular
society, because, In many cases, owing
the fairly good appeiarance of the gubject,
it Is difflcult to convinee others that he or
she {s feeble-minded and ought to he segre-
gnted in gome way for the protection of th
future of the community. Without full nor-

AN MOTONS,

first class I=s menace o

o

mal mental control of thelr Instinets, the
power to resist environment, the capacily
for choosing between the right and the
wroni, they form good goll for the devel-

opment of eriminals, drunkards and prosti-
tutes. It known that more than 25 per
cent of criminals are feeble-minded, With-
out power to meet the cogiplex conditions of
environment they have fallen be-

I=

social
fore it

It heen
that epllepsy is hereditary
collected at the State Village for Eplleptics,
at Skillman, N. J., it Is asgerted that at
the present rate of Increase the number of
and feeble-minded in that state In
1940 will be double what it is now, and that
the proportion will be one to every 1 ol
the population in 1970, If no more re-
straint is Imposed upon eplleptics than at
present, the population suffering from this
allment will double in that state every
thirty vears

THE INSTANCES ARE MANY.

This problem of bad heredity finds illus-
tration in many almshouses, A glrl with-
out mental stamina to cope with her en-
vironment and Instincts finds herself about
to become & mother. Perhape she s &
servant In some household and is compelled
to leave her place. Bhe goes to the alms-
house and an illegitimate child, probably
ns feeble-minded as herself, is born, &he
goes out In course of time, and perhaps in
n year or two returns for the same reason.

Among the inmates at Vineland is a girl,
the daughter of & feeble-minded woman and
a normal man, not united In matrimony.
The story of her ancestry was investigated
and 1t is told by Dr. Goddard, the psychol-
oglst of the training school, in this lan-
EUAge

“Here wn have a feeble-minded woman
(referring to the inmate's mother) who has
had three husbands, Including one ‘who
was not her husband.’ Thls woman was a
handsome girl, apparently having inherited
someo refinement from her mother, although
her father was a feeble-minded, aleoholic
brute, SBomewhere about the age of seven-
teen or eighteen she went out to do house-
work in a familly In one of the towns of
this state. She soon became the mother
of an {llegitimate child. It was born in an
almshouse to which she fled after she had
been discharged from the home where she
had been at work,

“After this charltably dlsposed people
tried to do what they could for her, giving
Ler a home for herself and her child in
return for the work which she could do.
However, she soon appeared in the same
condition. An effort was then made to
discover the father of this second child, and
when he was found to be & drunken, feeble-
minded eplleptic living in the nelghborhood,
in order to save the legitimacy of the child
her fricnds suw to It that a marriage cere-
mony took place. Later another feeble-
minded child was born to them.

“Then the whole famlly secured a home
with an unmarried farmer In the neigh-
borhood. They lived there together until an-
other child was forthcoming, which the
husband refused to own. When finally the
farmer acknowledged this child to be his
the same good friends Interfered, went {nto
the courts and procured a divorce from
the husband and had the woman margied
to the father of the expected fourth child.

demonstrated econclusivel}

Based on data

HLTHOUGH NINETEEN YERRS OLD THIS

GIRL 15 ONLY

SEVEN YEARS OLD MENTALLY

by Blotting Out Blood

PHYSICALLY R WOMAN BETWEEN 25 &30
YEARS MENTRLLY SHE IS
ONLY SIX.SHEHRS RFELDLELUNVDED SISTER

have had four other feeble-minded children, |
making elght in all, born of this woman |

“This woman had four feeble-minded
Lrothers and sisters. These are all mar-
ried and have children. The younger sgle-

minded and the other died In infanecy.
There were glx other brothers and sisters
who died In Infancy.”

Portlons of this story could be dupli-
cated In & large proportion of the townw
and cities of the United Btates. It has
characteristics which will be recognized as
femillar by the kindly disposed of these
communities.

The blologist has demonstrated that ecor-
taln defects are transmissible and their
presence In the next generation can be
foretold. The cugenist, therefore, seeking
‘*the improvement of the stock,” must de-
vise rome means of stopping the flow of
the talnt. Segregation and sterillzation
have been suggested

The blologist has also demonstrated that
good qualities can be passed on. The
eugenist is following him up by polnting
out that ths human race should not only
be relieved of the incubus of the unfit, but
improved by the Introduction of qualities
which will fit It to cope with the increas-
ingly complex problems which are belng
thrown upon it by its persistent efforts to
conquer the forces of nature. That there
is a growing feellng that something can boe
accomplished In this dircotion has been
shown by the Increasing numbers who have
attended conferences on the subject at the

this winter and the number of new hooks
which are now helng Issued,

“But how are you golng to improve the
human race?’ some one asks. “Who |s to
decide what qualities the human race
should possess? You ean develop horses
that will run well, or draw heavy loads, and
cows that will be excellent for milk or
butter productlon, but who Is to plek out
the type of man to be developed?"

The eugenist replies that those possess-
ing the most desirable natural qualities
from the human point of view should be

Thia proved fo be fecble-minded, and t.horj

Erooklyn Institute of Arts and Belences |

‘mud with familles of normal character

DR. HENRY H. GODDARD.

which have demonstrated eapacity

maintaining their numbers.  He takes
page out of the conservation'st's hook and
argues regarding the human protoplasm, in

i

{the words of Baleehy: "There I8 no weanlth
ter married a feeble-minded man and l:ud!hm life: and If the Inherent quality of life | & small group of each clags possesses Ur\"u. do =0, Such Include clergymen and, in
taree children. Two of these are leeble- | falls, nelther battleships, nor lbraries, nor | usual fertility 2 indacitel 3
tarift |
| between this guperfertility and the posses- |

symphonles, nor free trade, nor
reform, nor anything else will save a na-
tlon."

In England it has heen demonstrated thit
for some reason 12 per cent of the indl-
viduals of one generation are producing

[F]
'

THE STORY OF A REVOLUTIONARY
SOLDIER'S DESCENDANTS,

The hand on the right lower corner indi-
cates the illegitimate heir of his blood
now in the Vineland institution for
feeble-minded. The 384 descendants of
himself and his normal Quaker wife
include only four known to be sub-nor-

mal. His own ancestry, as the chart
shows, was perfectly normal. N—Nor-
mal. —Feshle-minded. A square

means a man, a circle a woman,

Jrog-
This

g2nerntion, the other half heing the
emy of the remalning 88 per cent
proportion
| different levels of soclety

In other words,

The eugenist psks: '1s there any relation

slon of deglrable or vndesirable character-
Istlea? 1t has been asserted that In Eng-
Ilumfl to-day thers is a dearth of youthful
| abillity in varlous walks of life. The num-
“bher of murders and homicides ta a millon
persons |8 reported to have nearly trebled In
| the last fifteen years. In that country the
|"(lf'fr'f'1lvr" classes doubled In number in
the perfod between 1574 and 1806, and in 190
more than one-third of the ldiots and luna-
ti#s were legally married and free to re-
produce thelr kind,

In the United States the ratio of insane
In the total population was 25 in 10,000 In
143, as compared with 183 In the same num-
bor in 1580, About 30,000 were supposed to
be unsegregated. Two-thirds of the pau-
pers In Institutions are reported to have
children, and to be themselves doficient.
The rough total of defective and dependent
has been estimated to be 3,000,000, or about
3 per cent of the population of the United
Btates. It has been shown In recent years,
In England In particular, that the middle
and upper classes, which supply the think-
|ers, leaders and organlzers, are decreasing
| in numbers and that the net fertility of the
‘llltlll‘llrﬂ.hl\"u {5 greater than the net fer-
tilfty of the normal types of the more cg-
rahle classes,

Investigation suggests that ability ean be
transmitted, The class lists of Oxford for
ninety-twa years showed that W per cent
of those who won first honors had had
fathers who had won first or second hon-
ors; that 22 per cent of the second honor
men were the sons of men who had taken
first or second honors in thelr day, and that
of the ordinary degree men only 14 per cent
had fathers of this class. [t has also Leen
found that marrlage between two familles
Inheriting ability will result In & greater
proportion of children of ability than
where one side of the houss Is medlocre,

Thers are not & few famous llustratlons

apparently holds good in the

THIS MAN, THIRTY-SEVEN

YEARS OLD, HAS ONLY THE FIENTALITY

OF A CHILD OF EIGHT AND ONE-HALF YEARS.

&

i_'Startling Examples Are Many—A Single Instance,

Here Recorded, Reveals the Extension of
a Crop of Wild Oats Into a Morass of
Hundreds of Wretched Lives.

| take

of the transmission of particular abllity,
such as the Bach family, which produced
jcinns for elght generation Of this

1 niy=1 maore or less 2 rally

I nown, mbled at one gatherin The
family of Titlan (Vieellh ingluded ne
palnters of merlt In the Darwin family
there  were Frasmus; his grandson,
Charles the famous expounder of the
1 on: Francis Galton, who

of Nis cousin, Chories

ward to the point of o ous

and set peo {a thinking of

i : or the mprovement of the
hun stock''. a atical astronn-
mer of high rF of plant
vl at Cambridge c andan
ntor scientific Instruments of pre-
iston !
In this country the Ads family, the
Abbott family amd the Be family are
notible articularly remarkable in this
category is the family of Jonathan kEd-'
wiard OFf the 1304 descendants tdentified
in 1800, according Winship's account of |
thnt lv, 245 weer college graduates, 11
aof our gredatest colleges and 6

in colleges, hesides many who

ipale of other Important educa-
{4F) i physiclans, many of |

whom were t: more than 1% clergy-
or theologienl  pro-

rs in the army and navy
and  writers, by
merit were writien and
periodicals
of

minent authors

whom 135 books o
and
than

1§ Important

1 lawyers,

published
wddited;
was

more whom
one

A
whom 1|

juldges;
Viee-President

law,’

of

of the

wias

United States: 3 were United States Ben- | 'criminal’

ators; others wers Governors, members of

our most ominent professor of | will become a criminal

L Congress, framers of state constitutions,
1|:~;'\-r~n of clties and ministers to forelgn |
courts, and 15 rallroads, many banks, In-
surance companies and IArge industrial
enterprises have been indebted to thelr
management

Almost If not every department of so-
| cinl progress and of the public weal has
felt the impulse of this healthy and long-

Hved family
| of them was ever convicted of crime.”

If WHEN THE DRAG IS REMOVED.

It i= not known that any one

The ecugenist helieves that the human |
‘.rm}. can be developed Into familles of this
character when the drag of the unfit has

teen removed ; when the biologist has traced
more fully the effect of combinations of
| physical and psychle characteriatics, and
when soclety has been educated to the point
{of ralsing the requirements for marriage,
For the elimination of the Incubus of defec-
tive stock segregation and sterilization have
Conpecticut, Indiana and
| New Jersey have sterlization laws. For the
mating of the fit it has baen proposed that
persons compelled submit to exam-
ination before they marry, and marriagea
of those who wre found unfit prohibited. In
yone of the Pacific eolonles of Great Britain
iIT Is reported that this suggestion is made
practicable by =imply requiring the

heen supgested

be o

| more

for ' ome-half of the children of the succeeding pxamination, leaving it to the consclenees of

the partlea to declde whether they shall act
Fupon the results or not
!Ilrllr\rs that many of the fit
now permitted to marey

The cugenlst nlso

whn are not

| England, nurses
| Dr. Goddard, of Vineland, sald to a rep-
resentative of The Tribune a few davs ago
regarding eugenles and what has been
learned regarding the triansmissible charae-
teristics of the unfit:

“The ideal of eugenics seems 1o me to be

the bullding up of a higher race hy the
elimination of the defectives and the (m-
provement of the stock. In yespect to the

lntter, T think, as we come to know the laws
of heredity their applleation wil
general among the Intelllgent, and the (m-
provement of the will welf-
regulating. Those who are consclous of n
straln of undesirable characteristics which
are transmissible will then vefrain from
| marriage. Up to the present time we have
insuficlent accurate knowledge regarding
the influence of heredity. Among the
sults ig that some are denying themselves
marvinge needleasly. Take the matter of
Insanity, There are some Kinds that are
transmissible; some that are not, It |s not
clear In regand to all of them. Bugenists
are working on thls now.

REACHING THE SOLUTION. -

“That {8 just where the work of the euge-
nist comes In. The whole question of hered-
Ity nnd environment needs to he thrashed
out. We have a study golng on just pow
showing the two streams of environment
and heredity. There I8 an enormous group
of degenerates mingled with the defectives,
I went to a school & week or two ago and
found a number of children of low grade
parents that tested almost normal, This
suggested that the parents, who ware in
| Bome cases of particularly good families,
| were degenerales—persons who had gone to
pleces under the stress of environment,
Outwardly you cannot always tell the dif-
ference. The defectiVe and the degenerate
look much allke frequently, There {5 still
much to be learned regarding the boundary
line between heredity and environment
The two work together. As Dr, C, B, Day-

become

race hecaome

4

hould be alloy ]i".‘T"‘.‘i are capehle of giving birth to «
shoule allowmd |

| following vear In the same

however, If you piant wheat
vou will alwavs get wheat, but {f you plant
it In poor soll you will get poor wheat and
1f in gaod soll you will get good wheat

enport says,

“Thers has not been a great amount of
work done on different dizeases. It has
been confined chicfly to epllepsy, some types
of nsanity and feeble-mindedness. Proba-
kly there are a great many of our funce
tional diseases, llke tuberculosls, which are

but weak constitutions
1 belleve that immunity
to given diseases mayv also be transmitted.
‘An acquaintance told me that there wers
certaln allments which never worrled him
end to the cure of which he littls
care, knowing from his family history that
he had little to fear from them. But his
famillarity with the causes of death In a
number of cases {n his family led him to

marked precautlons whenever alling
from anything which might lead to a cer-
tain trouble. It is not impossible that the
theory that the Jews, accustomed to life in
bad sanitary conditlons In crowded ghettoes
for centurles, have become Immune to tu-
bercular diseases and withstand tha perils
of congestion In our clties better than thosa
of other races. Dr. Davenport is working
the heredity of disease, but there Is a
great degl to he done.

SOURCE OF THE CRIMINAL,
The criminal, 1 ti
of feehle-mindedness and eny
you have a feeble-minded person the prob-
tremendousls

not trans

may he pa

gEave

on

ink, is the product
114

ironment

abilities are strong that he

1t would take &

@ held publle offes, | pretty bad environment to make a crim-

iral out of a nor person The word
might just as *ll have been

omitted frem the New Jersey sterilization
lew, for the end would have been gained
as well and, there would be less ane

tagonistic feeling regarding it Whille wa
have not obtained all the data we want
on thia subject, yet we have made several
Iittle stulies which Indicate that at lensy 3

ter cent of the eriminals are feeble-minded,

The superintendent of the Eimira Reforma-
tory say® he thinks that 40 per cent of his
inmates are teeble-minded. Recently we
tested one hundred Juvenile Court chils
dren in the detention house at Newark
Of these, thirty-four were found (o be
backward, with the chances that some of
them would later prove to be feeble-
mirded, and the remainder were nll feeble=
minded. These children were taken just
as they cami No selection was made
Fhey were cases sufficiently important
for detentlon for further disposition of
the court.

“Until recently we have never included
emong the mental defectives the high
grade group. We have children who, 19
tire uninitiated, would never be deacribed
78 feeble-minded That group Is made
up of et least 25 per cent of all the feable-
minded. A boy who has just left us you
would say was a grumbler. You would

never think he was feeble-minded, and his

grouchiness was one of the effects. He
i a marked menace to society. Relative-
Iy tn this moron group the imbecile 8
ot 80 great a menace, for he {8 more apt
1o be placed in some institution These

it some whether
the low grade Idiot has the power to bring
chilidren the

“The of
the Imbecile is (Hustrated In

almehouse in Chester, Penn.,

faren i®= gqueatloned by
world

tire feeble-minded and
the ca=e of AN

where I made

into

mepace

te=te. There were elght women In thig in-
stitution, all of whom wotld hecome moth-
eras within six weeks. They were all im-
beciles. They had gone there to be cared
for untll thelr children wera hor

then they would go out, to come

condition. When
the social workers want to stir up the ani-
mals let them go at the almsheusa propo-

wsitlon

AS REGARDS CRIMINALITY.

] would not say absolutely that If we
got rid of feeble-mindedness we would he
vid of all eriminality, but we would have
reduced It enormousty. | suppose we shill
alwayva have criminality, The higher wa
rise in the social scale the higher our
Ideals become, and what fs not now con-
gidered criminal may be so  considered
gome time. ‘The popular mind has taken up
Lombroso's theory very strongly, but 1 do
not belleve there Is o criminal type. AS
regards  =terilization, we really do not
know fully what the effect upon the sube
ject will be.

“The chlef argument against the release
of u pergon who has been thus treated I8
he might debauch persons who would oth-
erwise be kept straight because of the fear
of eonsequences, | am more and more=in-
clined to consider this a bogey. Those who
are inelined to debauchery would not be
likely to he restraiped by fear. As to the
physical and mental effect upon the sub-
ject, there 18 no evidence of bad effect
whatever. In Indlana about elght hundred
persons have been operated upon, aboul
Lalf of them at thelr own request, in the
course of the last six or seven years. Bo
far as they have gone there [s not the
slightest evidence that the operation has
been of disadvantage to anybody.” !



